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The CHRISTIAN, RELIGION 
noi deſtitute of Ar guments f | 
10 ſupport it. 


1 


taken with the holy Scripture, 
4 


2 \ 705 
— 15 a | 1 
Wit have been repreſented in the 


moſt invidious 
has been given. to almoſt every Thing they acted. 
All Rules of Decency, - Good-Manners, and Juſ- 


tice, due to the Memory of the Deceaſed, have 
becn violated, by Gentlemen, whoſe higheſt Pre- 


in order to leſſen its Authority, 
and bring its peculiar Doctrines 
into Diſeſteem. The Penmen of 


N this Age great Liberties are 


Light: Their Characters have been 
uſed in a moſt unjuſt Manner, and a falſe Turn 


tenſions are, to Politeneſs, good Senſe and Ho- 


nour: And if we were to be determin'd, in our 
Opinion concerning them, by what they ſay of 
themſelves, no doubt could poſſibly ariſe in our 
Minds, e the jultnelt of their Claim, to 

ul Characters they profeſs to be ena- 


mour'd with, viz. rational, polite, and ingenious ; 


B and 
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but if we may be allow'd Freedom of Thought - 
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2 The Cn RISTIAN Rriicion 


and Enquiry on our Part, in making uſe of that 
Liberty, we can't fail of diſcovering, that they 
art not the Men, they. are W fond of | 
bein accounted,  »- 
The Author of Chriſtianity not founded on * | 
ent, does not indeed proceed altogether in this 
* but it is his apparent Deſign, to prove 
that we are Chriſtiana, without being able to 
aſſign any convincing Reaſon why we are fo, and 
that Chriſtianity is really deſtitute of Arguments 
ſufficient to ſupport it. How he ſucceeds in this 
laudable Attempt, I purpoſe, under the Aſſiſtance 
of him, whoſe the Scripture. is, to impartially 
weigh and conſider. And I promiſe him all the 
Advantage that a Searcher after Truth can de- 
fire: I will not crave more in Favour of Revela- 
tion than, I preſume, he will readily allow in 
every Thing elſe, and leave him to determine, 
why that which is thought a proper and rational 
Evidence of Truth and Fact, in any Thing but 
Chriſtianity, muſt not be ſo eſteemed "where that- 
is concerned. . 
J freely grant him, that Reaſon i is to _ of 
the Truth of Revelation, and that when red 


Proofs are not to. be produced in Favour, of a 


pretended heavenly Diſcovery, its no better than 
Enthuſiaſm, to be perſuaded of its divine O. 5 


ginal. Farther, I allow that Reaſon is to judge 


of the Terms and Expreffions; uſed in that Rees | 
lation, which it hath been the Pleaſure of God to 
afford to Men. And ſurely it is juſt and proper, 
to interpret the Lan age of Scripture, "agreeable" 
to thoſe Ideas, which are commonly intended to 


be conveyed by it, when we uſe the Words and 


Wy of which it conſiſts. amen 
hd, (ENG Put. 


te he fupported by Argument. 3 
Firſt, This Writer . ſtrenuouſly, contends that 
Cin hen Faith. cannot be rational (a ) Sn 
Things he advances againſt it. 

I. V are reguired to think all alike ( } ). This 
he ſuppoſes i is impoſſible; but. I am of Opinion 
chat it is far from being ſo, that, on the coutrary, 
it is very practicable. If we conſider what is ne- 

fy to Unity of Sentiments among, Chriſtians, 
| how different ſoever their, Capacities. are, We ſhall 
eaſily diſcaver, that it might reaſonably | be hoped 

„The Scripture contains. the Sum of What 

Jane required to believe, and if the Word of 
God. which is the only Rule of their Faith, in 
5 Terms. and Expreſſions was duly attended to, 
and their natural and abvious, Interpretation, Was 

freely, allowed of by all, there would not ve r 
material Difference among Chriſtians, .!...1 - 

For Inſtance, the holy e thar 
Gag) is one, gnd. 775 e 

ped... The, Lord, thy God is one Lord Thou ſhalt 
vor ſhip the Lord h God, and bim only Mali hon 
fer... Farther, it as expreſsly requires us to 
worſhip. three, Father, Som, and. Spirit, in the 

mmiſſion given to the Apoſtles, to teach and 
baptize (c). Hence it is eaſy to ſee, that Unity 
of. 8 in this“ Doctrine, 4 995 Evi. 
denge of Revelation, relating to it, Js n difficult 

tex > It. is: a8, caſy: aa to .underftand, that; in 

Numbers, one is. not three, and ſthati three conſiſt 
of three times one. Ie is not diffleult to diſcover, 
that there is but one God, and that theſe three? 

Father, Son, and Spirit, are the one ovly. living 
and tue God.: ThenScripture doubtle fs), hag a 
proper. and. determĩinate Senſe, and char Senſe cers 
rag is, what the Wotds and Expreſſions of it 


B. 5 Gy nu Hy Lit tt pro · 


ay: Cheilianity ne not lende on Argument, p. 8. 
(5) Ibid. ( Matt. wil. 19. 


#* 


4 Thi CuRISsTIAR Rerticion 
properly import; and therefore, when Chriſtians 
are n be of one Mind (d), no more is 
defign'd, than, that it is a Duty common to them 
all, to interpret facred Writ, without any Force 
or Violence, and to readily allow, thoſe Ideas to 
be true, which are therein expreſs'd, If this was 
done, it ſeems evident to me, even to a Demon- 
ſtration, that very little Difference in Opinion 
would be found among them. And ſuch is the 
Language of the Bible, that a Reader of ordinary 
Capacity, and unfurniſhed of Learning and Sci- 
ence, may underſtand it, and form a true Judg- 
J 52205 47 RT 
II. Men are threatened into Conſequences, ſays 
he (e). If by Threatening, he means human 
Threats of Puniſhment, in caſe they form not 
their Judgments, agreeable to the 8 
others, as that is foreign to the true Nature 
Chriſtianity; 1 have no Concern with it, ſha 
not defend, but condemn it, as much as himſelf. 
But if he intends the divine Expreſſion of Diſplea- 
ſure, in Caſe Men diſbelieve that Doctrine to be 
true, which they can't but know, is agreeable th 


©. (4) Some learned Men ſeem inclined to give up this 
Senſe, and to underſtand it of Unity in AﬀeGion ; & 1 
humbly apprehend, that ſuits not the Deſigu of the inſpired 
Writer: oe is indeed a Word of ge Signification, and 
fometimes denotes the Act of the Will, and AﬀeRions, but 
then it is alſo put for the Act of the Underſtanding or Judg+ 
ment inſe Places; thus in As xxviii. 22. & e, what 
thou thinkeſt; ſo in Phil. 1. 7. Kade 1 d, £1408 
ure Peovery uTee Tarrov vuuy, as it is meet to think this 
of you al * —— is wager in this Senſe in Chap. 
ü. 2. t egance Beauty of the Apaſtle's Language, 
will not ſo evidently appear. Verbum autem po modo 
Voluntatis, modo ad Intellectus Actidnes reſertur. Ab 
Animorum (id eſt Voluntatum) Conjunctione, tranſit ad Doc- 
64% C. . um ut plena juſtaque fit Concordia. Bexa in lac. 
Ee 4 FI 173-341 | 30 


to he ſupported by Argument. . 5 
the Language of Seripture, and is the proper Im- 
port of the Words and Expreſſions, E Lues, it 
is highly juſt. For ſurely if God condeſcends to 
reveal his Will to Men, and addreſſes them in ſuch 
Language, as is in common Uſe amang them, 
and hich they are capable of underſtanding, it is 
nothing unreaſonable to threaten them with Pu- 
niſhment, and actually inflict it, if they refuſe to 
believe; that when he ſpeaks of one, he means as 
he ſpeaks, and that when he ſpeaks of three, he 
_ - intends as he expreſſes himſ elf. 
III. He obſerves, that we are baptized into 
Chriſtianity when we are-Infants, and know nothing 
of thematter (F). As I think this Practice not agree- 
able toChtiſtianity, and can't but eſteem ir an Inno- 
vation,” I ſhall not ſay any thing to is; Let them 
defend it whoſe Practice it is, if they ate able. 
IV. Praying for Improvement in Chriſtian Know- 
ledge, 772 with a Convittion of the 


, De thinks incon | 
Truth of Chriſtianity, upon rational Evidence 75 
Is Prayer then needleſs; where we are to exerci 
our reaſoning Powers? It is by our Faculty of Rea- 
ſoning, that we diſcover. the Difference between 
Right and Wrong, Truth and Falſhood. Now is 
it an improper Thing, to pray to God, to bleſs 
the means, which in Providence he hath afforded 
vs, of the ConyiRtion. of our Duty, for our In- 
creafe in the Knowledge of it: And to pray, that 
our corrupt Habits and evil Inclinations, may not 
influence us to act a Part, for which our Con- 
ſciences would certainly condemn as? Is it then 
repoſterous to offer him our Praiſes, for the good 
fluence our Knowledge, under his Providence, 
has over our Lives, to make us virtuous, wiſe 
and juſt in our Conduct? Of this Opinion indeed 
was Cicero, and ſame ather Philoſophers, and alſo 
YP. 9. e Vr W Oan 
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Poets (5). But this immediately ſtrikes. at the 
Root of all Religion, not only revealed; but alſo 
natural, and perhaps, by ſo much the more, it 

"My gain the Approbation of this Infidel. 
V. Says he, The rational. Chriſtian, whoever Be 
"be; muſt. — originally ſet out a Sceptic, and be- 
Atated for a Time, uubether that Goſpel were trus or 
falſe (i.) But why is this neceſſary, is there ho- 
ing, that we rationally believe, but what we 
* of the Truth of for a Time? If ſo then let 
me become a Sceptic in ſome other Matters, be- 
ides Chriſtianity. For Inſtance, let me daubt 
whether Language had the ſame, and not a con- 
trary Meaning, in the Times of Plato, Cicero and 
þ x. rw Sc. as it hath now, and call upon this 
Man to prove it had the ſame, if he is able: This 
J aſſure him is done with a favourable View to 
thoſe:Philoſophers, and he may thank. me for it, 
becauſe if we fall into the Opinion, of a Change 
Language, Plato and ſome others may, be de- 
fended from allowing the .deteſtable Practice of 
the promiſcuous Uſecf Wives (H, and Cicero may 
be enen of RIS: ior Mee and Un: 
21 %% Hoon 5 _cleanneſs 
1o(8) — good! ae vpe — Diis egit 
Fa Opn 1 f 2700 Deer. Loh if ex en. 
18 us e feljce Fa 950 

ond eſſe, bs 1 | * Virtus Ve 15 


lexeris urpia uit 
Maktia inna * Yo Seneca Ep. 317. nt £5 NI 


Quam ſtultum eſt optare, cum an indetrare-:Bp. 41. 


R ja .* 79 N 1711110 
Vi t Opes, æ aum e imum 2 10 
— 1 Roß 13 Ep. 122 Ep. I 


Iost quod ipſe tibi poſſis dare: Semita certe;-- 1 
+ Tranqailla * Virtutem * Vitæ. TS. we 
CL) 20 | OG 2981. 14:4 
(4), Age xe . R leaf ti rat v, * 
rage Tus; F 216, W5TE TAP EVTUKONT& TH. SVTUKOUCN , . 8 
Falz x4 Fe gv01r Znvoy iv Ty woktTua; x Xevolmmng e- 
7 Tet MONTES, N TE ACYavns © Kulikes Kat Tiha- 


rar. Diog. Laert. on che Life of Zeno. 
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to be ſupported by Argument. 7 
cleanneſo, and by this means Epittems may be 
cleared of encouraging Diſſimulation and Hypo- 
criſy in the Worſhip” of God (). And- there- 
fore I ſhould think this Gentleman, who it is pro- 
bable has a great Veneration for theſe extraordinary 
Men, may conſider this as a happy and ingenious 
Thought, ind deſerving his Thanks. But the 
Miſchſef is, if it ſhould be allowed, that Language 
had in thoſe Times a contrary, Meaning to what 
it no hath, then we muſt underſtand thoſe ex- 
cellent Philoſophers, to recommend Vice, when 
they condemn it, and to condemn Virtue when 
they extol it. Then it will follow, that in their 
Opinion, not the wiſe and virtuous Man is happy, 
but the Fool and the Knave. Then we may 
prove, that when they deliver the beſt Senſe, they 
expreſs the greateſt Nonſenſe. This would lead 
us to conclude, that Xez thought God knows 
nothing of Things paſt, nor preſent, nor Things 
to come (m). Again if Doubting is neceſſary to- 
rational Belief, then why may I not doubt, Whe- 
ther it is unlawful to take away this Man's good 
Name (if he has one to looſe), whether it is un- 
lawful to deprive him of his Property, or even of 
Life” itfelf? Why ſhould I think, that Slander is 
a criminal Thing, or that Theft is unjuſt, or that 


what 


(1 Verum fi. quis eſt, RW Amoribus 


interdictum Juventuti putet: E quidem valde ſeverus ; 
negare Hon poſſum : Sed abhorret non modo ab hujus fzculi 
licentia, verum etiam a majorum Conſuetndine, atque Con- / 
ceſlis. | Quando enim hoc factum non eſt ? Quando reprehen- 
ſum? Quando non permiſſum ? Quando denique fuit, ut, 
quod licet, non liceret. Cicero Orat. pro Clio. 
Seelen de, na: Fun, xat atagyto vat Kare Te 
Te. Epic. Enchr. Cap, 38. e Nh n 
] Ott de, Ta, att ores marre WATT r NY Gn. 
vn , TH ore, kat e, THEE EX458 AUTOP AAWBN0:- 


Te Teucp 5, de Cyri Inflit, Lib. i. Cap. 24. 
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what Principles I am to view theſe Actions in 
ſuch a Gui ? And, if 9 I am a 
1 . . theſe Acts aga inſt 
him, why ſhould I expoſe. my ſelf to Cenſure-and 
the Penalty of the Law, for doing what I have 
received no Conviction, is 2 but ſo fat as 1 
can diſcover, is, if not virtuous, at leaſt indifferent? 
Farther then, 9 — may I not doubt, whether 
there is a firſt Cauſe of all Things, whether there 
is indeed a God, and if, while I am in Scruple, 
(which by the Way may be the whole of my Life) 
Ideny bim all Honour, Worſhip and Adoration, - 
ſyrely I am nothing Criminal, in this Matter, fot 
however evident it is in itſelf, that the World roſe 
not into Being, without the Exertion of an infinite 
Power, I am uncapable of ſecing that Evidence 
and therefore, it is nothing at all to me, and by 
Conſequence, I may lead my Life, without any 
Fear of God, without paying him any Honours, 
or Deſires of his Favour and Protection, and be 
h innocent all the while. 

no farther in this wild and er- 
vagant Manner of ſj 


aking, as there is, a ratio- 
* and irrational Belief, ſo there is a rational 
and irrational Doubting : If it be the Character 
of a Sceptic, to doubt without Reaſon, whatever . 
he may think of it, he excels not in Wiſdom and 
Senſe the Enthuſiaſt, who believes without 
eaſon. One is as irrational as the other. And 
to ſpeak freely, the Sceptic is that in 
which without Reaſon, he charges upon the Chri- 
ſtian in Believing, not the wiſe and underſtanding 
Man, but the fooliſh and unreaſdnable one. To. 
doubt whether there is any Difference, between 
Right and Wrong, Truth and Falſhood, Virtue 
and Vice, Whether Right, Truth and Virtue are 


amiable 


to be fupported by Argument. © 
amiable, and Wrong, Perfidy and Vice are mon- 
ſtrous and. evil, will ardly Bez Based rational, and 
if not, then there are — Things rationally be- 
lieved, where Doubting cannot reaſonably takes 
the leaft Place.” And J queſtion not, but Chriſti« 
anity will appeat to have fuch -Evidences and Ar- 
guments in its Favour, as will neceſſarily oblige 
every rational and unprejudiced irer, to al- 
low, that no Doubt can reaſonably. be admitted 
concerning its Truth and great Imporance. | - | 
VI. He objects that, Morality is of no eſteem 
without this C briftian Belief (n). In anſwer to 
which, I obſerve that Virtue and a good Life, ars 
certainly very advantageous, a Perſon who in- 
dulges not to Pride, — Uncleanneſs, 
Malice and Revenge, will not be attended with 
the uneaſy Conſciouſneſs of having ſo done. But 
x Men actually are deſective in Morality, if they 
Kill, are not — they ought to be, if they have 
in any Inſtances, acted what they ought not to 
have done, they are juſtly liable to the aroful- Re- 
ſentment of that God to whom they are accounta- 
ble for their Conduct in all Things. And if Men 
in Fact are ſuch: in their  Behayiour, either thro®: 
Defe&t in Duty, or in acting contrary to it, as that 
they on account thereof, deſerve the Diſpleaſure 
of God ; why ſhould: it be thought unreaſonable, 
chat they are nat accepted and rewarded. by him, 
for an Obedience, which is allowed to be deficient. 
and ftain'd with Guilt? If indeed any Man, this: 
Writer for-Inſtance, is as pure and regular in all 
Things, as he oug ht to be, I am free to grant he 
will not beormdemet'd. but be approved by his 
Maker, and receive Happineſs: from him. But 
= g Ks X10 be, in every Branch 
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of his Conduct, he will find nothing contrary to 
Goodneſs: or Juſtice in his Condemnation, - 
fFHere he ſeems to diſcover a Diſlike of expectin g 
Pardon, alone through the Mediation of Chriſt, 
if Revelation had not recom merided. that Doctrine 
to us, 1 ſu this Author would not have te- 
it as deſtitute of Arguments and Evi- 
dences, ſufficient to ſupport its div ine Authority. 
—2 Place he alſo obferves that ue may not live 
long enough to go through with a Enquiry. 
into the Evidences of Cellini, 20d chat, that 
may prove of fatal Conſequence. Prodigious 
Labour, great Pains and long Study it ſeems, are 
nete ſſury to a rational Belief SFChriftianity 1 | La 
bour as great, as to learn the Import of the Terms, 
Gad; Sm, Puniſhment; Saviour, Mediation and 
Suffering, to Which how few are dual Labour 
as difficult as tu diſdover, that nom but God can 
foreknow: the free Actions of Min, und declurt 
the Parts they will act, Centuries of 'Ytars before 
they exiſt; that none: but God is able to alter che 
Courſe of Nature, raiſe the dead t Life, and work 
Miracles of the. xe Kind. A Taſt attended with/ 
as great Nifficulty, as diſcovering that Men exiſted 
more than ſeventren Hundred 4 and whit 
Procf can be given of that; which may be thought 
a proper Foundation for a rational Holief of it'd 
Extraordinary: Labbur this, doubiieſs l to winch 
every Man of common Senſe is equal, and may, 
and muſt be affured of the Truth of Chiiftidnive, 
if he exercifes Reaſon; the very Moment he takes 
into Conſideratibn thè Evidencts of iu, upon ſuck 
Teſtimonies, ag he: Would belirue angyele in the 


World, better Teſtimonies than whieh, he has 
nor, to found his Relief upon that the World 
exiſted, fo long a time ſince, as Chriſtianity is 

luppoſed to have been introduced into it. v iT 


te be Jupported by Argument. a2 
VII. Fam Men, ſays he are qualified for Rea- 
ſoning (o). This Writer would . doubtleſs be 
eſteemed of the Number of the happy Few, who 
have this rare and uncommon Qualification, 1 
is. able, by his ſuperior Penetration Lo diſcyver 
that Works proper to God, are not clear and 
ſufficient Proofs of the Exertion of his Power, 
that Predictions of the Parts Men will act H. 
dreds of Years before their Appearance on * 
Stage of Life, which he only can be acquainted 
with, is no infallible Evidence of his conveyi 
to us the Knowledge of his Will (p). He is ad 
40 prove, by his admirable Talent of Reaſonin 
that we have no certain Ground to believe, that 
there ever were ſuch Men in the World as Alex- 
ander, Plato, Cicero, or Julius Caſar: Nay, 
chat it is a Thing diſputable, whether the World 
is two Centuries old, for we have it only upon Ro- 
port and Hearſay, which are very fallible and un- 
certain Things. And if indeed the World is of 
ſuch Standing, as the Times in which theſe Men 
are ſuppoſed to hayeliv'd, he can teach us, that 
it is uncertain whether Language has not paſſed 
under an entire Change, that thoſe Terms which 
now ſtand for Virtue might then mean Vice, and 
thoſe Wards which now expreſs Valour, might 
then be uſed to expreſs Cowardice, and there- 
fore, e learn from 75 accompliſhed 8 
2 1 71 TEES a 2 * | 8 L g 
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X 75 Cite is againſt him in this Matter; ſays he, 85 
hs eee of Thing e came, be argues the ce 

rom the of Things to came, - 
Haney of the Erlensee of Deity. And from, the Predictions of 
future Events delivered in the Bible, we may juſtly argue in 
Favour of its divine Original. Nor have we the leaſt need 
Halte Excuſes far the Sacred Writers, which the Philolopher 
4x pbliged to do for his Diviners. 


12 The CtnisTIAN RLIG 
that it is uncertain, when we read Plato, or Cicero. 
Quintus Curtius, or Cæſars Commentaries, whe- 
ther we are to underſtand them of . —. 
Virtue or Vice, whether Alexander was a Coward, 
or a bold uad reſolute Man, whether Q, Curtius 
and Cæſar ſpeak of Flight or of Victory. Rare 
Diſcoveries theſe indeed, and truly worthy of a 
"Free-thinker or Infidel, ©. 
VIII. The Reaſonableneſs of Religion in Specu- 
lation nothing to the Purpoſe, ſays he: It is one 
Thing whether a Propoſition be indeed true in it 
ſelf, and anotber whether a Man be bound to ap- 
rebend and believe it (q). A Man is bound to 
lieve where doubting is unreaſonable, for Diffi- 
dence unſupported by Reaſon, is as irrational, as 
«Faith without Evidence, and Foundation. And 
with Reſpect to the Proofs of the Truth of the 
Chriſtian Revelation, they are ſuch, as admit not 
of rational doubting. Works, which Men really 
muſt and cannot but know, to be truly divine: 
And Diſcoveries of future Events, which depend 
on the free Actions of Men, are inconteſtable 
Proofs of a heavenly Appearance and Inſtruction: 
And if we have ſuch Evidence, of Works of this 
Sort, being performed, and ſuch Diſcoveries 
being made, as is thought ſufficient to ſupport us 
in the Belief of other Facts done, as long a Time 
ſince, it is here doubtleſs, altogether as valid and 
ſufficient, and it is not Reaſon to ſcruple that Evi- 
dence, but downright Madneſs and Obſtinacy. 
Beſides, no uncommon Degree of-Knowledge and 
Improvement, are requiſite to enable a Man, to 
. diſcover that, interrupting the Courſe of the Sun, 
or of the Earth, is a Work proper to him, who 
gave Motion to the one, or to the other; whe- 
ther it is a Work truly divine and proper to God, 
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bei ſuforted by n. 15 
the Fountain of Life, to-raiſe a Petſon ſtom the 
State of the Dead. A Man muſt as — 
and as ſoon be pegs of this, as that God 
formed the World;' and I upholds' ne" F rame of 
Nature. 

IX. Says he, The A *. 500 of Mew are difquati if. 
ed for fair Reaſoning, by ibeir natural Prejudices(r ). 
How |! yes, how! The ableſt and the beſt Men 
diſqualified, Sc. I aſk how this Man came to be 
rid of all his natural Prejudices and Oe, 
is he ſo happy? Why then may not ſome others 
alſo enjoy that Happineſs? Does he think, that 
he is the only Perſon in the World who poſſeſſes | 
this moſt deſirable Privilege? After this, ſurely, 
we may credit him, if not our Saviour, or his 
” Apoſtles. Here is a Man diveſted of all Preju- 
dice, the Thing which prevents the ableſ and 
of Men (well then he is not of that Number ) 87 
finding Truth: Let him therefore be our Oracle, 
and of this Perſon let us be content to learn theſe 
—_—_— Truths: That to believe a Doctrine at- 
teſted by ſupernatural Works to be true, is fond 
and eredulous: That to yield an Aſſent to the 
Truth of Facts, which all the Reaſon we have, 
dictates to us are indiſputable, upon the Evidence 
afforded us in Confirmation of thoſe Facts, is un- 
reaſonable. In ſhort, let us give up ourſelves to 
the Inſtruction, of this //ngularly happy Man, and 
let him enjoy an Honour, which the ableſt and 
beft of Men, becauſe of their natural Prejudices, 
have no Juſt Claim to; 'viz. to be eſteemed fair 
and-impartial in Reaſoning. He is no doubt an 
Interpreter of Ten houſing. Had he not con- 
ceal'd his Name, what Honours would have beeri 
aid him, and what bumble Submiſions, - would 
ve * * to him! * in the World 
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of Hymility,; he. is more modeſt, in my Opi- 
he is diſperning, whoever he be; but 
PR take it, that this is the Fact: 4. — 
think ſomewhat elſe, viz. a Conſciouſneſs of en- 
deavouring to ſhock the Chriſtian in his Faith, 
vpon Grayods, far from being ratians/ or juſt. 


X. A rational Faiib ſuben 9 would not 
anſwer the Ends (). He inſtances in r 


Things, z. It wwe net | work Miracles 
mighty. Diſcovery | Who ever : thought. that a 
Perſuaſion of the * the Truth of Chriſtianity, upon the 
moſt reaſonable Conviction, wauld enable a 5 3 Man 

to perform miraculous Works ? Chriſtianity, re- 
— — es it not. ſuggeſts it nat. 2. It would prove 
io celd, This ig alſo granted without any Preju- 
dice to the Cauſe of Chriſtianity, 3. Foo change- 
2 +). That ſome have — in their Senti · 

ments, with relation to very important Poctrines 
o the Chriſtian Religion, is well known; and it 

equally well known, that they have ſo chang'd, 
wi reaſonable Grounds and Motives : As did 
Dr. #þitby, to whom this Writer has Reference, 

4. Would not adminifter that Spirit of — 
Fl the Reflefd:on (u). This is freely granted 
Not of Force, ſufficient, to command the Baſſon (w), 
This is alſo readily ollow's. - 6. Much leſs tq 
ſuffer Martyrdom * This is not denied. 
But what are all theſe Things to the Point in 
View? What if a — — upon the moſt ra · 
tional Evidence of the Truth 2 the Chriſtian 
Religion, will not influence a Perſon to all, or 
any of theſe Things 3 but ſamething muſt be ſu- 
peradded to that Perſuaſion, is this any. Proof, 
8 "Ss ene, 
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Ground and Eviderite?' Becduſe Man act not up 
to their Principles, is that to be objteted to che 
Reafonableneſs; of the Belief of thoſc Priticiples'? 
A ſmall Degree of (Reaſon, far leſs' to be ſure, 
than this Author is Maſtet of, will ennble a Per- 
ſon to diſcover che Abſurdiry of fuch "atv" Tinagi- 

Secondiy, The ſecond Thing this Whit un- 
Fe to prove, is, that Chriſt and "his A 
ſtles, never proceeded in this Method of giving 
rational Evidence, of the Truth of thoſe DoEtrines 
they taught, but conſtantly required Men to bes 
lieve without it. 
Before I enter u 


| pon the Confideration bf what 
he offers,” on this Heads: }-defire it may be cite 
fully obſerved, that thoſe Thing Weich were 
Proof, of the divine\Miffion of Chriſt, or of his 
being a Teacher come frum God, Sight tobe als 
low'd Pioofs/ of the Trülh of thoſe DoBitnes he 
ry" chat — — failed not to 
we vidence, © 7 heavenly 
Coniſton to teach, it is wot Hot to 
allow-rhat Evidence to bein Prdof of the Truth ef 
choſe Points of Doctrine they incüùlcatsd. No 
Cheift gave the fulleſt Prbbf of his ine Minen, 
ſuch az N uld not pro hy the le 'prajonabe 
Doubt. /He' proves it by the Wiigags of the 
Prophets, who all ſpake af bim, Gf fn 
and'Birch} of his Circuniſtances' and Wildemi, 
his fotprizing Works, öf his Sufferiugs! Dach 
and Reſurrection, all Which Particulats were” e. 
actly fulſilled in him, and thetefort were evi: 
dent und undeniable Proofs,” of the 
Miſſion of thoſe Prophets,” as welb as of tlie 
vine Mimon und Authority of dur 'Savitur Him 
ſelf. Again, he confirmwit; by his Werks, dhe 
miraculous Works as he performed bore wit- 
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16 The;CnmoTiAniRevicion: 
_ piſs ofihim, he healed the Sick, gave Sight to 
the Blind, cleanſed I. epers, caſt out Devils, and 
raiſed; the Dead to Life ; which were Works of 
ſuch. a Nature, as could only be effected by di- 
vine Power, and therefore, ' not to be perfor med 
by a Perſon who had not à divine Commiſſion. 
To theſe Works Chriſt appeals, and urges them 
as Proof of his being ſent hy God, Both with 
the Jewalaad with his Difciples., With the Icws, 
Ido nat the Works of ny Father, believe me 
wot: at if I do, tho ye believe not mt, believe 
the Works: That ye may te and believe; that 
the Father is in me, and JI in bim (y). In the 
ſame Manner he reaſons with his Diſdples;:- The 
Father that dwellath in me, be detth::the Murks. 
Believe me. that Jam inthe :Fatber, and ibe Fa- 
chen in me? Or elſe beliane me for 1he very Mort 
1 — Since our blefſetl Redeemer gave abun- 
dant, and unexceptionable Proof, of bis being 
cloßhedi with divine Authority, is it feaſonable to 
think hg was #00 qſſuming, when be tag hh vs one 
heving Authority, and; not 45. the Scribus, who 
Were ragt inveſted with ſuch -beavenly ; Pproers L. 
Surely not. And ſinde his Diſciples, had! clear 
 andrfull Exigence; off his Nivine Miſſion, was, it 
ugreaſonabie to epect, that they [ſhould zeadily 
alem iq tha: Truth of whatihe taught: And wete 
pt juſſiy blamed; fat. not believing him to 
the Herſon they had the higheſt Rraſtin to 
Aonelnde he was? Cbriſt's reproving them fot In- 
credyliy, When they: had all reaſonable and ſ uli - 
qient ng eunꝗ to believe, is. ohjected ta xhe Clear- 
esd: Sufficiency of the Evidence afforded to 
2 in order, to Fajth. And if they had ap- 
peared;,forward of Be ef, then, no doubt, this 
Man Nui have. repteſantłcdethem, a8. n 
| A 
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ro be ſupported by Argument. 17 
and diſpoſed to believe, without a /o/id and ſub 
Hantial Ground for Faith, and have argued that, 
for that Reaſon their Teſtimony is leſs deſerving 
of our Notice. This Man's Sneer at the Diſci- 
ples of our Lord, how much ſoever he may be 
delighted with the ine Turn of Wit it contains in 
it, is as bold and impious, as tis /ow and triſling: 
It is this, they knew not hing of Reaſoning, it was 
quite out of their Element; they bad bad their 
Education on the Water; and tho" they underſtood 
their Trade ſo far as to be well verſed in mending 
their own Nets, would go near it is likely to be 
entangled themſelves, when they bad to do with 
the figurative ones of Sopbiſtry or Syllogiſm (a). 
The Art of Logic is doubtleſs of Uſe in Reaſon. 
ing ; but that Men know nothing of Reaſoning, 
who have not made themſelves Maſters of that 
Art, is an Obſervation; that a Man of the leaſt 
— of good Senſe or Modeſty, would even 
bluſh to make. But why. does this Man. mention 
Sophiſtry? 1 hope he don't think that every Syl- 
logiſm is a Sophiſm; if he does, he is not much 
better acquainted with Logic, than the moſt cre- 
dulous Chriſtian he deſpiſes. Sophiſms either ex- 
preſs what is not true, or leſs than is true, or more 
than is ſo, and therefore, Truth is not to be taught 
or demonſtrated by Sophiſms ; and by Conſe- 
e, a Teacher of Truth only, as our great 

Lord was, can't be ſuppoſed to make uſe of So- 
phiſms. Beſides, Chriſt reaſoned in the moſt clear 
and nervous Manner, infinitely better than this 
Man any where does; and if he pleaſes, he may 
put his Reaſoning into a ſyllogiſtical Form, if 
thatwill give him Satisfaction: Thus, Whatever 
God gives Teſtimony to, is true; he gives Teſti- 
mony to my Doctrine by his Word and by Works, 
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and therefore my Doctrine is true. This is the 
Manner of Chriſt's Reaſoning in Fobn v. 36, 37. 
The Truth of the —— or Major muſt be 
evident to every Man, I ſuppoſe to this Author, 
and the Truth of the Miner cannot be call'd into 
Queſtion, without giving the Lye to Chriſt, WhO 
is Truth; and at the ſame Time offering Vio- 
tence to Reaſon, and therefore, the Aſſumption, 
F ſhould: think muſt neceſſarily. be allow'd. As 
gain, tho? the Diſciples were Perſons -unprovided 
with Learning in the common Way, they did 
not remain illiterate, for by a Miracle they be- 
came ſuch Linguiſts, as this Author may deſpair 
of ever being (4); which by the way is an evident 
Proof of their divine Miſſion... And Chrift,, who 
ſent them to preach, was a Mouth and Wiſdom tu 
them, which all their Advtr ſaries were not able to 
gainſay vor reit. - Farther, is it to be expected 
of a divine Teacher, that he ſhall evidence the 
Truth of his Doctrine, by Argumentation and 
Reaſoning from natural Principles? What Need 
is there for a Teacher, wlio in this Way 
only, to prove his Call to teach, by a pompous 
Shewof Miracles, ſince he banden nb other Doc- 
trines, than what he confirms by ent and 
Logic? Is there any Neceſſity to excite Men's 
Belief f ſuch Prineiples, by feper natural Work, 
which when larly! ſtared and fairy p 
they muſt needs know to be true by the Light of 
Nalure? This ſurely i is unneceſſary. But, as vur 
Saviour taught Doctrines, which "Reaſon" could 
never diſcover, tho? they are not contrary to it, 
it was proper and neceſſary, that his Mifnon from 
Heaven ſhould be: well atteſted, as it eee b 
that no Ground of Scruple might remain con- con» 


cerning the Truth of choſe Doctrines. 
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to be ſupported by Argument, 19 
Moreover, ſince many of the Principles, our 
bleſſed Lord and his Apoſtles preached, were not 
diſcoverable by Reaſon, it is irrational to expect, 
that he or they ſhould prove them by Reaſoning 
and Logic: For that is arguing from ſome known 
and allowed Principle of Truth, to the Truth of 
ſome other Thing connected with it, dependent 
on it, and neceſſarily ariſing from it. 
This Author c our Lord with being 
back ward of explaining to his Diſciples the Doc- 
trine he taught, but without the leaſt Foundation, 
for tho he reprov'd them ſometimes, for their 
Incredulity, as he very juſtly might, he was never 
wanting to favour them with farther Inſtruction 
and Explication, upon Application to him for 
that Purpoſe. Another falſe Charge this bold 
Man dares to exhibit againſt him, viz. that he 
expected Conviion to precede Evidence, as the 
Terms of a Favour conſequently to be enjoyed: Be- 
cauſe in ſome Inſtances he aſked Perſons deſiring 
a Miracle to be wrought by him, in their Favour : 
Belieueft thou that I am able. But how is this a 
Proof, that he expected Conviction to precede 
Evidence ? He only call'd upon them to expreſs 
that Faith they acted on him, ſupported by pre- 
ceding Evidences of his divine Power and Miſ- 
hon. Farther, whereas he infers the ſame Thing, 
from the Phariſees requiring a Sign, and Chriſt's 
blaming them for it, he is quite beſide the Truth, 
It by no Means appears, that Chriſt confider'd 
it Preſumption and wanton Curiofity to expect 
Evidences of his heavenly Power and Authority, 
in order to believe in him, for many ſuch he gave, 
to that End + But the Caſe in Fact was this, they 
wanted a Sign from Heaven (c), they would 
chuſe the Sign themſelves. Moſt —— 
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and impious! What if divine Power is exerted to 
confirm the Truth of any Doctrine, in working 
A great Variety of Miracles, ſhall Men refuſe to 
believe, becauſe ſuch a particular Miracle is not 
wrought, as they defire, and take upon them to 
dictate to the Almighty what Sort of Wonders 
he ſhall work, if he gains their Credit? Well 
might our Saviour call them an adulterous Gene- 
ration, for this daring Preſumption and Impiety. 
Yet let it be obſerved, that our Lord gave at the 
ſame Time, Aſſurance of ſuch a Sign, which is an 
unexceptionable Proof of his divine Miſſion, viz. 
his Reſurrection from the Dead, which was at- 
tended with an Appearance of Angels from Hea- 
ven. 

We now come to the Apoſtles : This Writer 
might have ſpared every Word he here expreſſes. 
He obſtrves they had not Leiſure, nor Qualifica- 
tions for Reaſoning (d). And what then, if they 
had not Leiſure nor Qualificatians, for doing 
what it was not their Buſineſs to do, no Damage 
will thence ariſe to the Cauſe of Chriſtianity. 
They brought Doctrines agreeable to, and of 

which, Reaſon was capable of making ſome feebler 
and leſs evident Diſcoveries. And they diſcour- 
ſed of thoſe Doctrines, in a much better Man- 
ner, than ever any Philoſopher did, or than this 
Man, who deſpiſes them and their Writings, is 
. to do; and urged the Practice of all moral 
irtues, upon the Command and Authority of 
God, and the Pain of his Diſpleaſure, if Men did 
not; which Manner of treating on moral Subjects, 
is, I ſuppoſe, exceeding diſagreeable to the Taſte | 
of this extraordinary Man. It is farther to be ob- 
ſerved, that they taught ſome Doctrines, quite 
out of the Verge of — conceming God, and 
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his Purpoſes, concerning Sin and its Conſequences, 
and a Deliverance from all the dreadful Effects of 
it, by the Mediation and Death of Chriſt : Things 
out of the Reach of Reaſon, and which it could 
never have diſcovered ; it is therefore irrational, 
to expect Demonſtration from Reaſon of their 
Truth. What the Apoſtles had to do, as Teach- 
ers of Mankind, was to prove their heavenly . 
Miſſion and Authority, which when done, as it 
actually and fully was done: For God bore them 
Witneſs both wi Signs and Wonders, and divers 
Miracles, and Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt ; they might 
lawfully claim a Right to be heard and credited, 
without-Wrangling and Diſpute. 
But this Perſon will not allow Miracles to 

be a ſufficient Proof of Doctrine, becauſe, as 

he is pleaſed to aſſert confidently enough, Fra 
have Time out of, Mind undoubtedly been 
performed in Favour of falſe Dofirines (e). 
I find however incredulous the Author is, with 
Relation to Bible Hiſtory, he is not ſo with 
Reſpect to other Hiſtories, it requires, as he 
pretends, an extraordinary Degree of good Senſe, 
and the Acquiſition of a conſiderable Share of 
Learning, to be able to form a true Judgment 

of the Facts, recorded in the Goſpels and the Acts 

of the Apoſtles: And they at moſt have only a 
Probability of Truth; but other Hiſtories are ea- 
ſily e and the Facts reported in them 
may be proved true, and relied on, without that 
labour'd Reaſoning neceſſary to prove the Truth 
of thoſe Facts related in the Holy Scripture. I 

muſt take the Freedom to tell him, that as he is a 
Sceptic, with regard to Revelation, Iam ſo with 
Reſpect to this confident Aſſertion of his, I doubt 
of its Truth, and challenge him to prove, that 
real Miracles were ever wrou ght i in favour of falſe 
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Doctrines: Let him tell us of what ſort, by 
whom, when, in what Place, upon whom, and 
before whom, they were performed. He who 
is ſo, incredulous himſelf, where the Autho- 
rity of Scripture-is concerned, may ſurely allow 
another, not to take up with a Thing, upon his 
bare Affirmation, without proper Vouchers, I 
am tempted to think, how reaſonable ſoever this 
Demand is, he will excuſe himſelf of the Labour, 
from a Conſciouſneſs of the Difficulty attending it. 
Let him not take ing Wonders for real and true 
Miracles, as here he does: This, ſays he, the 
Scripture it ſelf confeſſes, when it warns us of 
lying Wonders, aud falſe Chriſts (F). We ſee a 
Man of diſtinguiſhed Capacity, and ſingular Ac- 
compliſhments may miſtake, where the rude and 
unpoliſh'd would not, he takes falſe Chriſts for the 
true Chriſt, and lying Wonders, for real and true 
Miracles: If he does not, he argues moſt imper- 
tinently. He is ſpeaking of true Miracles, the 
Scripture N ſpeaks of Hing Wonders, of Things | 
that ſeem to be of an extraordinary Nature, but 
are not in Fact what they ſeem to be. But, 
becauſe Hing Wonders and feigned Miracles, may 
be performed by Impoſters and falſe Teachers, it 
by no means follows, that real and true Miracles 
may, ſuch as were wrought by Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles. Lying Wonders may be done by lying 
Teachers, but rue Wonders can only be effected 
by Teachers of Truth, in Confirmation of their 
Doctrines. I can no more believe, that God 
would exert his Power to work Wonders, to con- 
firma Lye, than I can think, he is able to expreſs 
a Falſhood, the former ſeems to. my Underſtand- 
ing, as irrational as the latter, and as much con- 
trary to the Rectitude and Truth of the divine Na». 
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ture. Next follows a very extraordinary Obſer- 
vation, in our Author's Performance, viz. The 
Miracles of Chriſt and bis Apoſiles, ſays he, were 
natural Effetts of Goſpel- Benevolence (g). And 
what then, do they loſe any thing of their Force, be- 
cauſe of that ? What, becauſethey were Works of 
Mercy, as well as of Power, is the Evidence they 
afford leſs clear and ſhining ? It may be it would 
have greatly gratified this Writer, if the Miracles 
bot my e of his' Apoſtles had been of a 
Nature, if Men had been rendered mi- 
ferable inſtead of being made happy: If they had 
been delivered into the Hand of Satan to torment 
and rack them, inſtead of being reſcu'd out of his 
power, if theyhad beenk1]Pd inſtead of being raiſed 
to:Life when dead: I ſay perhaps, Wonders of 
ſuch a Sort would have highly gratified him, that 
he might have had an Opportunity of object ing to 
the Chriſtian Religion, as introduced with Cruelty 
and Vengeance, and not ſuitable to the Goodneſa 
of God, and thereſore not likely to be any Reli- 
gion ſupported by his Authority. Let this Man 
perform Worles of the ſame Nature, and .diſplay 
the ſame Benevolence as Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
did, in r N giving Sight to the Blind, 
„ and taiſing the dead to Life, "if 
he is able, and I will acknowledge im to have a 
better Title to being credited in his'bol2Aﬀertions, 
than at preſent, e rere ee lie has © 
JuſiPrerenfion tor 5 
Again, he obſevves, zſpecial Coraivas taken 100 
to bobe them mude public (H). Our Lord then was 
not oſtentatious and atmbitious of popular Ap- 
plauſe. So far ſure he may be intitied to the Cha- 
rafters of bhumꝭle and made. It had been happy 
1 — if in any Degree, his Temper and 
Conduct 
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Conduct had given him a Claim to Characters like 
theſe. But, what this Per ſon aims at, in this Ob- 
ſervation, he will never be able to prove, viz. 
that our Saviour did not work Miracles, in the 
Preſence of a ſufficient Number of Men, to give 
an undeniable Teſtimony to their Truth: For va- 
rious of his Miracles were done in the Preſence of 
many Witneſſes, yea in the View of his Enemies, 
and they were obliged to confeſs the Fruth of 
them; that is to ſay, ſuch of his Miracles, as he 
intended ſhould ſtand in the Face of the World, 
for Proofs of his Authority and heavenly Powers. 
And his forbidding thoſe on whom miraculous 
Cures were wrought in private, ſpreading them 
abroad; is an Evidence, that he was reſolved the 
Proof of his divine Power and Authority, ſhould 
not reſt on Facts, which, on Account of their Se- 
crecy might be diſputed 3 but on fuch Facts, as 
were well known and might be atteſted, beyond 
all Poſſibility of Contradiction. F arther, he re- 
marks that, ſeeking them was diſcouraged, and 
inſtances: in Herod (i). This is recorded in Luke 
xxiii. 8. If an extraordinary Perſon appears in the 
World, and gives Proof of his heavenly Miſſion, 
in the Preſence: of many Witneſſes, ſhall it be 
Matter of Charge againſt him, or thought a De- 
fect in the Evidence of his Authority, if he will 
not ſatisfy the vain Humour and Curioſity of every 
one who. ſhall expect it, and take upon him to de- 
mand it? Is it fit that infinite Wiſdom ſhould b 
directed by the unreaſonable Will of Man, and 
Almighty Power be called forth to work Won- 
ders, to gratify the Curioſity of every impertinent 
Seeker of Signs. Apprehenſions of this Sort, can 
only be agreeable to ſuch kind of Men, as this Wri« 
ter is, who have leſs of Reaſon than Incredulity: ©: 
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| to be ſupported by Argument. <g: 
His principal Objection is ſtill behind, and he 
ſeems to expect its Weight will bear dowh;all ber 
fore it, tis this: Miracles are no longer Evidences 
of the Truth of any Dofirine than they are conti- 
nued: Nor, to any.other Perſons, than thoſe who. 
fee them (). By Age, it ſeems they loſe all 
their glaring Evidence, and by Time intervening 
the whole of their Force ſinks and vaniſhes. . Fine 
Reaſoning indeed and ſuitable enough to a Free- 
thinker, i. e. a Man free from Prejudice it may 
be in every Thing except; Religion, wherein, in 
an eſpecial. Manner he ought ſo to be: But, in 
that, deeply, and, perhaps irrecoverably ſunk into 
the baſeſt and moſt unreaſonable Prejudices. This 
Perſon of free Eaquiry, thinks it, I ſuppoſe, rea- 
ſonable to conclude, that the World has exiſted, 
more than ſeventeen Hundred Years, that ſuch 
Men as Alexander, Cicero and Fulius Ceſar really 
were, and that the laſt named was aſſaſſinated by 
Brutus and others, And yet he cannot know ei- 
cher of theſe Particulars, upon other or better Teſti- 
monies, than he may know the Certainty of the 
Miracles of Chriſt, which are related not only by 
his Friends, but by Enemies alſo. - If we conſider. 
that the Diſciples of Jeſus,were not credulous, but 
difident, and with great Difficulty were perſuaded 
who Chriſt was, and what was the true Nature 
of his Work, and not without the fulleſt Evidence : 
If we conſider, that they had nothing to expect 
in embracing bis Religion, (that is to ſay in this 
World) but Hatred, Reproach, Contempt and the 
moſt cruel Perſecution, and Death itſelf: Things 
which Men don't uſually chuſe, except for ſome 
very important Reaſons; and that they chearfully 
took up with the greateſt Afflictions, and volun- 
tarily ſubmitted to Death, out of a religious Re- 
rng, | | 
| id E gard 
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gard to their great and good Maſter, and to ſeal 
the Truth of their Teſtimony concerning him, and 
the Truth of thoſe Doctrines, they had learned 
from him: If we conſider that one of his Apoſtles 
was a Zealot in a Religion (as corrupted in that 
Age) oppoſite to his, was miraculouſly.converted to 
it, readily embraced it, and bravely defended it, 
the? he hereby expos d himſelf to the greateſt Dan- 
gers and Sufferings, to Perils by Sea, to Perils by 
Land, yea that Bonds and Afflictions attended him 
wherever he went, and thar at length he alſo ſcaled: 
the Truth of his Teſtimony concerning his Lord, 
in whom he gloried, with the Loſs of his Life: 
If we conſider the Predictions of future Events 
e the Nation of the Jews, the Deſtruc- 
x of their Temple, and of their Polity and Go- 
vernment, and their Diſperſion in hy World ; 
and the Predictions of future Events relating to 
che Church of Rome, in her Principles and Man- 
ners, delivered in che Goſpels and Epiſtles; and the 
exact Accompliſhment of thoſe Predictions: -I 
fay if we conſider theſe Things, we muſt ſurely 
be unreaſonably incredulous, if we heſitate a ſin- 
gle Moment concerning the Truth of Chriſtianity, 
As I have before obſerved, it is as irrational to 
doubt without Reaſon, as it is to believe without 
Evidence. He who does the latter is an Enthu- 
ſiaſt, and he who does the former, acts a Fart 
equally abſurd and unreaſonable. 
Now, what is it that the Sceptic with ah pas- | 
ſible Shew, can object to the Evidences of Chriſti- 
anity ?- Were thoſe Evidences few ? No, but nu- 
merous. Were they performed in a Corner and in 
the Preſence of Friends only ? No, but publicly 
and in the View of Enemies, and the Truth of 
the Facts they atteſt, tho* they aſcribe: them to a 
vrong Power. Did the choſen Wirneſſes. of 
Chriſtianity 
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Chriſtianity gain Eafe, Wealth, Honour, or Power, 
by their Teſtimony ? No, it expoſed them to 
Diſgrace, Poverty, Loſs of Liberty and Life it 
ſelf ; if therefore, they impofed upon the World, 
it was without any Temptation, nay even contrary 
to all their own Intereſts, (that is ſuppoſing their 
Teſtimony is falſe) and conſequently we muſt 
think they acted not only a fraudulent, but a moſt 
fooliſh Part, and ran upon their own Doſtruction, 
without any thing of Moment, or Weight to in- 
vite them to it. This Man, inconfiſtent as he is; 
when he thinks that he ſhall gain ſome Advantage 
to the Cauſe of Infidelity, and do prejudice ta 
the Intereſt and Truth of Chriſtianity” by it; 
can obſerve a rational Conviction of the Evis 
dences of the Chriſtian Religion, will not enable 
Men to part with preſent Good and Pleaſures; 
for diſtant Hopes and future Enjoyments :, And 
now he can be content to ſuppoſe, that the Apoſtles 
refigned all their Eaſe, Pleatures, and the En- 
ments of Life, without any future Good in 
ope or Expectation. Is there a Diſagreement 
in the Teſtimony of theſe Witneſſes, do they 
contradict one another ? No, their Relations of 
Facts agree in all material Circumſtances. Was 
there any Age, in which the Chriſtian Religion 
was unknown, and in which there were none of 
that Sect: Or can any other Account be given of 
their Riſe and Spread, of their Principles, Con- 
duct and Sufferings, ſufficient to ſer aſide the Ac- 
count of them in all theſe Reſpects, which is tranſ- 
mitted down to us, in thofe Pages they eſteem 
ſacred? No. Do thoſe Writings contain any 

thing abſurd, that is to ſay, which contradicts 
our Senſes, and is repugnant to Reaſon? Not ſo : 
They indeed inform us of ſome Things, we could 
never have known, without ſuch heavenly Intel- 
one E 2 ligence x 
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Jigence; but tho? thoſe Things are | undiſcoverable 
by Reaſon,” they are not repugnant to it. Are 
their moral Rules defective, do they make an 
Allowances for the Weakneſſes and Foibles of 
Mankind, do they ſpare a darling Luſt and per- 
mit Men to indulge a favourite Paſſion? No, but 
their Precepts of Morality are pure and ſtrictly 
rigid, and fuch as might be expected to come 
from God. Were they immoral and. diſſolute in 
their Behaviour ? No, they had a true Fear of 
God, a zealous Concern for his Glory, ador'd 
ſerv'd and obey'd him, even to the Hazard of 
their Lives: They were inoffenſive, meek, pa- 
tient, ſubmiſſive, temperate, : compaſſionate, juſt 
and humble in their Deportment. Theſe are the 
true Characters of the Men this Infidel would 
perſuade. us, palm'd a Forgery upon God, and 
put a Cheat on the World, and to their Diſadvan- 
tage in this State, and to their certain Deſtruction 
in a future one, if this Man in Reality will allow 
us to think that Men do and will exiſt after Death. 
What Reaſon therefore can be offered, why theſe 
Evidences and Teſtimonies of the Truth of Chri- 
ſtianity ſhould not be credited? No ſolid, no ſub- 
ſtantial one can be aſſign'd, and therefore he is not 
a wiſe Man, who withholds his A ſſent, when ſuch 
Evidences demand it; he is not governed by Rea - 
fon, how much ſoever he boaſts of it ; but Hu- 
mour and the moſt unreaſonable Prejudice. 
Miracles are neceſſary to confirm a Doctrine, 
that is abſolutely undiſcoverable by Reaſon; but 
that when Miracles are done to that End, to ſup- 
Poſe there muſt be a Succeſſion of other Miracles, 
to ſupport the Truth of thoſe before done, is a 


wild Imagination. The Miracles already wrought, _ 
ought to be eternally allowed what they are in 
Fact, viz, ſufficient Evidences of the Roh, | of 
1 * hoſe 
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thoſe Doctrines they were perform'd in Confirma- 
tion of. The Intervention of Time changes not 
the Nature of theſe Evidences and Teſtimonies, as 
this Perſon urges it does; they were truly divine, 
and cannot become human, which he aſſerts they 
do. The utmoſt which can be pleaded by this 
Infidel, or any other on this Head, is, that our 
Knowledge of theſe ſupernatural Proofs of the 
Chriſtian Religion, is acquired in the ſame Way 
we get the Knowledge of other Facts done as 
long a Time ſince z but this proves no Change in 
the Nature of thoſe Evidences. I find our Au- 
thor's Logic fails him ſometimes, as great a Pro- 
ficient as he is in that Art. To believe Doctrines 
concerning God, his Purpoſes, and his Methods 
of Proceedure towards offending Creatures, cither 
in a Way of Penalty or Mercy, which Reaſon 
could not diſcover, or the Light of Nature could 
not point out to us, without any ſu 
Evidences, or divine Teſtimonies of their being 
true, might I think, be very juſtly cenſured and 
pronounc'd Enthuſiaſm : But, to expect the Con- 
tinuation of ſuch Evidences, or to require a per- 
petual working of Miracles, in order to our yield- 
ing an Aſſent to thoſe Doctrines, is bold and im- 
pious, It is ſufficient that in our Age, we have 
ſuch Proof that Miracles, great and wonderful, 
were once wrought to confirm the Truth of Chri- 
ſtianity, as we allow to be full and convincing in 
any Thing elſe. And why that Proof may not 
be thought ſo here, I ſhould be glad if this In- 
fidel, or any other, would plainly tell us. Will this 
Man believe nothing but what he has ſeen, or does 
ſee? Does he think it any unreaſonable Thing fo 
to do? I imagine not. Does he think the World 
to be no larger in Compaſs, than what has fallen 
under his View? Can he perſuade himſelf that 
KY more 
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more Men have not liv'd, or do live upon the 
Earth, than he has ſeen, or does ſec? Would he 


fcruple to puniſh a Perſon, as the Law directs, 


that — ſteal his Property, upon the 
Teſtimony 


of credible Witneſſes, tho? it was done 
in his Abſence 2 Would be decline to bring a 
Murderer of à Friend or of a Relative to Juſtice, 
becauſe he did not ſee: the horrid Fact committed Þ 
} can't think he would be ſo incredulous, as not to 
proſecute: fuch a. Wretch, upon the Teſtimony 
and Evidence of others: Thür Kind of Evidence 
which: he will not allow to be a rational Proof of 
a. divine Teſtimony, being often given to the 
Truth of} Chriſtianity, will ſerve: his Turn, yea 
far leſs, L doubt not, where Life is concern di 
And therefore, he is moſt unreaſonable, not to 
grant, That that Kind ob Proof is here rational. 
certain, and every Way ſufficient. I cannot think 
that he N have his Manner of Reaſoning taks 
place in any Thing beſides Chriſtianity i or, that 
he would thy ſtand to the Conſequences of it, in any 
one Thing elſe. That ſeeing indeed is believing, 
bas ever been allouid Reaſoning, ſays he, but that 
T am to believe a Thing ba — ſays bs 
ſaw it, and it is not in my Power to prove @ Ne. 
gative, and contradict bim, is ſurely a very unpre- 
cedented and new: fort of Logic (1). Nat fo un- 
precedented and new, but this Infidel has ated; 
doth and will act upon it, in the moſt weighty 


Affairs which can occur in Life, or elſe he really 


is: a Noun Subſtantive, and —— from all the 
reſt of Mankind. 

Thirdly, I now e! to nde what he 
8 under his third Head of Diſcourſe, Hero 
he ſets up: far an Interprater. of Scripture, the Au- 
N ir . e _ Maes = 
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cording to him nothing is to be proved by it. In 
this Place he labours exceedingly to _ it ri- 
diculous, and puts ſuch a Senſe upon the Terms 
and Expreſſions of the Word of God, as he thinks 
will effectually anſwer his Deſigu. "This Infidel 
contends, that the Scripture — it the Privi- 
lege of every Man in the World to be infallible, 
that every Individual of Mank ind, 18 immediately, 
and at once render d perfect in heavenly Know- 
ledge, without the Exerciſe of his reaſoning Facul 
ties, or taking into Conſideration, what Diſcoveries 
are made in the Bible of divine Truths. But 
what if this Man miſtakes the Scripture, and the 
Principle he advances, and palms upon it, is not 
there found; but i is as contrary to chat, as it is to 
all. Experience and good Senſe ? Then his Sneer 
upon the Bible, and its holy Doctrines, will ap- 
r as groundleſs as it is rmpions;  Ahd that this 
is the Fact, will quickly be evident. 2 „ 0M 
The Word of God, is che Rale of our Faich, 
ore obntains all thoſe '/miport ant” Triiths, which 
it concerns us to know, in order to our Happi- 
neſs ; it is able to mate us wihe unto Galvation :' 
For as it is the only Rule we have, by which we 
are to form our Judgtments of divine Things, it is 
a-petfeft one. It is plain and explicit, and ſuit- 
< to the Capacities of Perſons unflrmiſhed with 
Learning and Science.” Its Doctrines are bim 
and myflerious, but the Language in which they 
are thare expreſsd, tho: not deſtieute of the 
greateſt Beauties, is eaſy to be underſtobdd: So ad- 
mirably are Simplicity, Elegance, and Majeſty 
red together in the ſacred Style. It is 


a 
the Duty of all Men to tead and ſtudy the Bible; 
they ought to ſearch the Seriptures, and fearch* 
them daihy, and compare ſpiritual Things with 
Ng i. e. one Part of holy Writ with ano- 


ther. 
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ther. And it-is their indiſpenſable Duty, to pray 
that they may have Hearts diſpoſed to conform 
their Conduct to the excellent Rules therein pre- 
ſcrib d. And therefore, no immediate Inſpi- 
ration is to be expected from Heaven, to inſtruct 
us into the Knowledge of Truth. That is 44 
lutely unneedful, according to the ſcriptural Ac- 
count of Things: For every heavenly Truth we 
are required to believe and embrace, is therein 
diſcovered and propoſed to our Enquiry: 70 be 
Law, and 10 the 'T eftimony { If they ſpeak not a. 
cording-to this Word, it is becauſe there is no Light. 
in them. Hence it is evident, that this Writer puts 
a forced and-unnatural Senſe upon various Texts; 
to introduce: what he knew, to be abſurd and falſe 


in Fact, — — of Neveſſity expoſe Chriſtia · 


nity to the greateſt Contempt. The holy Scrip- 
ture gives us no Reaſon to expect an immediate 
Revelation of any divine Truth to our Under- 
ſtanding, as he confidently affirms it does 3 but 
whateyer we. ſtand oblig d to believe, by Vertue 
of its Authority, is . reveal'd, and 
propoſed to our ſerious ſideration and Free: 


Enquiry. Indeed we have need of divine Illu- 
mination, to enable us to diſcover the Excellency, . 


Glory, and Importance of thoſe momentous Doc- 
trines, the Scripture teaches; us, and which we, as 
Men, by a due Exerciſe of our reaſoning Powers, 
without this Illumination, may diſcover are there- 
in contain d. This is graciouſly promiſed, and is 


certainly communicated, to whomſoever it is 


agrecable to the Will of God ſo far to favour. 
What then» becomes of all the curious Obſer- 
vations of this Infidel, with Relation to a Con- 
veyance of heavenly Knowledge, in an immediate 
Manner to the Soul? As of univerſal Influence, 
F proper M. eight, 7 inſtant Effet, of abſolute 
Certainty, 
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Certainty, and ſuch as Books could never fur- 
niſb (m). This is no Principle of Revelation: 


Nor will he ever be able to prove, that it coun- 
tenances Enthuſiaſm, which he ſo eagerly charges 


it with, and with an uncominon Aſſurance palms 


upon it, to promote his wicked Deſign of bring- 
ing it under Diſgrace. This is no other than a 
Notion of his Invention, and therefore, he is 
only expoſing a Brat of his own fertile Brain. 
The Chriſtian Religion is not in the leaſt affected 
by all he is pleaſed to ſay upon this Head, —The 
Infidel, is ;guilty of the moſt flagrant Contradic- 
tion, when he ſays, the Tender of this Conviction 
greatly depends upon the Diſpoſition of our Minds 
to give it Reception, for its Efficacy (n). It ſeems 
after all, it is not an actual Conveyance of Light 
to the Soul, but is only an Offer of it: Juſt now 
it was ſo ſtrong a Light flaſhing into the Mind, 
that it was of inſtant Effect, and bore away all 
Prejudices and Darkneſs before it. But by this 
Time it is ſunk into a bare Tender of Know- 
ledge, if Men will receive it. Can this Man ex- 
pect to be in the leaſt Lis when he ſo egre- 
giouſly trifles, and maniteſtly contradicts himſelf? 
_ Infidelity is a Crime, and may be ſo proved, 


but not in the Way he points out (o). If Men 


have the ſame rational Grounds to believe that 
Chriſtianity is true, as they have that the World 
has exiſted ſo long a time, as that is ſuppoſed to 
have been introduc'd into it, they muſt be guilty of 
Perverſeneſs and Obſtinacy, to call the Truth of it 
into queſtion : And that they have ſuch rational 
Grounds, is unqueſtionably Fact. That Men 
are culpable in embracing of Hereſies is certainly 
true: For if the Scripture expreſſes its Doctrines, 
in Words eaſy to be underſtood, but Men will 
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not allow them their proper Meaning, becauſe they 
diſteliſn the Doctrine, they muſt in that caſe grant 
to be true; they act a very criminal Part; and 
this is really the Fat.—The Infidel ſpeaks of the 
ſadden Converfion of ſome Perſons as a Thing ridi- 
culous (). But he ought to have proved, that thoſe 
Converſions were without rational Grounds z ſince 
he has not done this, he truly becomes what he 
falſely repreſents them to be, exceeding ridiculous. 
The Samaritans had juſt Reaſon to conclude that 
Perſon to be endued with heavenly Powers, who 
could give a Woman a Narrative of her Life, 
whom, till that Time, he had not ſeen, and with 
whom he had not before converſed, —— The 
' Writings of the Prophets plainly foretold the 
Sufferings and Death of the Meſſiah, and his Re- 
ſurrection from the Dead, and therefore, the Dif. 
ciples of our Lord, were culpable in not believing 
what they had ſuch Means of knowing to be true, 
conſequently they were juſtly reproved by Chriſt 
for their Incredulity, notwithſtanding all this 
Infidel offers to prove the contrary (9).  _ 
The next Thing he labours, is to prove that 
there is a Repugnancy between Religion and Rea- 
ſon (r). It is allowed that the Chriſtian Religion 
contains Myſteries, which are above and not dif- 
coverable by Reaſoh'; ſuch are the Doctrines of 
the Trinity, of the Incarnation of the Son of God, 
his Subſtitution in the Sinner*'s Room, bearing his 
Guilt and Puniſhment, Sc. But neicher of theſe 
Things is repugnant” to Reaſon, nor will ever be 
prov*d oppoſite and contrary to it, by this Man, 
or any other breathing. It is no Prejudice to the 
Cauſe of reveal'd Religion, or Evidence that it is 
deſtitute of rational Proof, that Philoſophers have 
oppoſed it, becauſe they could not comprehend 5 
e — 85 All 
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2 that in Juſtice can be demanded to a rational 
roof of its Doctrines, is, that i it is a E21 ation 


tate concerning ruth of its 4585 
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Comprehenſion, The Conduct of the Philgf 
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wit out this Revelation of himſelf, the Truth he 


expreſſes can lay no Claim to his Aſn. This is 
the impious Principle of Philaſophy and vain De. 
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contains nothing, cher 1 Thing confra- 
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natura ion obliges us to believe 10 2 we are 
unable to ee viz. the eternal Exiltence 
5 God, his Immepſity and Infinite Knowledge ; 


And che Production of all T ln out of nothy 
by an Act of his 1 5 Power. But vhs an 
mention g abegs when I am conſidering 
what this Infide] objects to revealed; fince he 


ſeems to give very Iittle Credit even tothar? I haye 
ſometimes thought it is F that any We 


an 
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in human Shape can be an Atheiſt in Opinion 3 


but, perhaps, I may be miſtaken in that: For 
this Infidel ſeems to apprehend that the Being of 


God, will not admit of evident and unexceptio- 
nable Proof : ' It ſeems to be a Queſtion with 


him, whether natural Religion hath rational and 
ſufficient Evidence to ſupport it. I own, I hard- 


y thought it poſſible, that a Creature poſſeſs'd of 
The loweſt Degree of Reaſon, could advance any 
Thing ſo irrational. Dr. Clarke, it ſeems, by.produ- 


cing ingenious Arguments to prove the Being of 


God, has, in the Opinion of this Infidel, contributed 
to Atheiſm, and thrown Men into Doubting and 
Scruples about it; what Sort. of Men they are, 
is eaſy to gueſs, ſuch as this Man is, or who 
have as frtle Reaſon as himſelf, and really are . 
2 Diſgrace to human Nature. 

He thinks that a Chriſtian's Naa e of 
Chriſtianity is abſurd (g). But why muſt it be 


thought ſo? A Man has undoubtedly a Ri bo 


to examine the Evidences of the Chriſtian 
ligion; but then, as he may examine freely, I 


* hope it will be allow'd be | ought to examine 


pal, and admit thoſe Evidences to be ſuf- 
ficient here, which he will not deny to be ſo in 
any Thing elſe, if ſuch Evidences are here to be 
found, and that they are not this Infidel will 
never be able to prove. —Infallibility he makes 4 
neceſſary Qualification of a Chriſtian Preacher (I). 

But very abfurdly, for as the Preacher and the 
Hearer have one and the ſame Rule of Faith, the 


| Hearer, tho* he may. not be capable of expreſ- 


ling fo well, and illuſtrating thoſe Ideas of divine 
Truths, which he forms in his Mind, and diſcovers 
are contained i in the Word of God, yet he is able 


8 diſcern, when that Doctrine the Preacher de- 


livers, is agreeable to the holy Scripture, for all 
60 P. 879 _.(/) P. go. divine 


} 


divine Truths are therein expreſ#d, in ſuch Lan- 


- guage as he. underſtands himſelf. And therefore 
5 n infallible Interpreter of this infallible Rule is 


unneceſſary. Farther he aſſerts that, Examina- 
tion cant be under any Obedience (u). Strange! 
no, what if the Evidences of the Thing examined 
are clear, full, and every way ſufficient? Then a 
Man is not bound to believe, where his Reaſon 
demands a ready and firm aſſent of him. bat 


: 1 be examined may be rejefied, ſays he, (9). 
Ma 


y it ſo? I hope not merely becauſe it may be 


«Examined. The Opinion of the Being of God 


may be examined, but a Man is not at rag fa, 
. reject it: And he muſt be a Fool that does. The 
Opinion of God's creating the World may be ex- 
mined, or the Evidences of it may be enquired into, 
but it may not be rejected. The Opinion of the 


Immortality of the Soul may be examined, but it 


may not be rejected; and a Man muſt offer Vio- 
Tence to Reaſon, if he will reject it. The Opt- 
nion that intelligent Creatures ſtand obliged to ho- 
nour God and practice Virtue may alſo be exa- 


mined ;. but it may not be rejected: Nor is it 


neceſſary that a Man ſhould doubt of the Truth 
of either of theſe things, when he begins to exa- 
mine into the Evidences of them, Chriſtianity 
may doubtleſs be examin'd z but it ought not to 
be rejected: For it hath ſuch Evidences and Ar- 
guments in its Favour, as would certainly be al- 
lowed ſufficient, to prove the Truth of any one 


- thing elſe in the World. Neither is it neceſſary 


for a Man to become an Infidel, in order to his 


being a rational Chriſtian : as it is not neceſ- 


fary to become an Atheiſt, in order to diſcover 
with Certainty the Being of God, And as a Man 


wow'd not be excuſable in becoming an Atheilt, 


when he examines the Evidences and Arguments 


. % P. 93. r 93. 3 of 
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of the Exiſtence of Deity; ſo he would be inex- 


cuſable in becoming; an Infidel, when he ſets him- 
ſelf about the Examination of the Evidences of 


Chriſtianity. And yet a Man can't be ſuppogd 
to believe the Being of God without Evidence 3 
nor the Truth of the Chriitian Religion without it. 
For as ſoon asa Man knows, what Idea the Words 
God and Deity ſtand for, ſo ſoon he muſt neceſſarily 
diſcern the Evidences of the Exiſtence of God, and 
therefore, cannot reaſonahly admit any Doubt con- 
cerningit, Andasſoon as a Mancan frame an Idea of 
what Chriſtianity is, or underſtand what it mean, 
fo ſoon. mult he neceſſarily diſcover ſufficient Evi- 
dences of its Truth, and by Conſequence cannot 
reaſonably be in doubt about it. I dare ſay, if 
a Man -will but allow that to be ſufficient Evi- 
dence and Proof here, which he will not. deny to 
be ſo in any thing elſe, he will not, he cannot he- 
fitate concerning the Truth of Chriſtianity. a ſin- 
gle Moment. And tho? we eſteem the Rel 
gion of Jeſus the moſt ſacred Thing in the World, 
as we have nothing to fear from a fair Opponen 
if ſuch it can poſſibly have) we are not agair 
the moſt rigid (let it be but impartial) Examina: 
tion, of the Evidences and Arguments on which 
we form, our Perſuaſion of its Truth. Neit 
will we ever call upon the civil Magiſtrate, to Put 
a fiop to the Reaſoning of Infidels againſt Chriſti 
anity : For *tis Pity but they ſhould be allow 
the free Exerciſe of the little Reaſon they have, 
and from which we know, no Prejudice can ever 
ariſe to the glorious Cauſe we defend. "Yer we 
can't but wiſh (for their own ſakes) that their 
Talents in arguing were better employ'd. With 
Reſpect to what this Man obſerves, of its being 
the Opinion of Biſhop Beveridge, that a Con: 
veyance of heavenly Light is neceſſary to a ſaving 
Knowledge of the Doftrines of Chriſtianity (x); it 
(x) P. 103, 104. 85 3 
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1 Truth which Revelation abundantly teaches uu. 
A Man may know thoſe Doctrines to be true, 
by the bare Exerciſe of his reaſoning Faculties, 
the Word of God; but he cannot enter into 
= irit, Importance and Glory of them, with - 
e Sopersddition of heavenly Light. This 
Sons Influence upon the Mind is not a Diſco- 
of Truths which Men had not Means of 
knowing before, and which they could not by the 
= of ſuch” Means diſcover without it. For 
Doctrines, which under this benign Influ- 
ence and heavenly Guidarice, are apprehended to 
be of the greateſt Importance, glorious, and every 
way worthy of their divine. 1 expreſsd in 
the holy Scripture, in ſuch Language 
eaſily underſtand, and therefore may . aki that ar thole 
Doctrines are Truths, by a proper Exerciſe of 
their reaſoning Powers, upon Revelation, without 
this Supernatural Light and Influence. | 
I. Let me inſtance in the Doctrine of the Deity 4 
of our Saviour. He is repreſented to have been, * | 
or exifted in the Beginning, and is afferted to be 
God : In the Beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God (5). 
He is called be mighty God (x), the true 2 * ), 
over all, God bleſſed for ever (5). He hath 
afcribed to him thoſe Perfections, which are in- 
communicable to a Creature, and are certainly 
rto a Deity, viz, Eternity (c), Immuta- 
bility (4), Omnifcience (e), Omnipreſence (f), 
Omnipotence (2). He is affirmed to have made 
all things, and *cis denied that any Thing was made 
without him that was made (5). "He i is Or to 
| ave 


i. Z 6. a 0 
1 3 5. ( 1 Via 1. 1. ( 4 a 24 
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have laid the Foundations of the - Earth, and the 
Heavens are aſſerted to be the Works of bis Hand (i): 
ſtantly make Creation a Work proper to God, 
and argue his Being, Power and Wiſdom from 
it. He is propos d as the Object of Worſhip, in 
thoſe ' Writings which throughout condemn 
| the Worſhip of a reature. He is thy Lord and 
- worſhip thou him (k). Again, toben he bringeth 
in the firſt begotten into the World, be ſaith and 
let all the Angels of God worſbip him (1). Chriſtians 
are to be baptized into his Name 216 70 ovojlee, ( ). 
Prayer is directed to him jointly with the Father 
(). And of him Grace and Peace are implor'd - 
(o). Doxologies of Praiſe are aſcribed to him (p). 
And together with the Father he is adored (). 
Theſe Particulars concerning our Saviour are aſ- 
” ſerted in the Scripture, in Language, fo plain, 
| explicite and full, that Art and Criticiſm are not 
os neceſſary to underſtand it. Much of both indeed 
are required to evade the Force of theſe clear Teſti- 
= monies, in Fayour of this fundamental Truth of 
| the Chriſtian Religion. And the Uſe: Men of 


| Letters make of both, to obſcure the Light of 
| theſe Evidences, only ſerves to ſhew us, that learned 
= Accompliſhments enable them to argue in ſuch a 
perverſe and unreaſonable Manner upon the Scrip- 

ture, as a Man of Senſe would even bluſh to do, 

upon any human Writings in the World. But 
; 1 ſuppole it is excuſable to argue moſt perverſely 

here, provided it is learned. 

II. Idefire to inſtance in the Doctrine of Atone- 

ment and Satisfaction, by the Death of Chriſt. 

He is ſaid to have bort our Sins in bis own Body 

on 

i) Heb. i. 10, 11, 12, (i) Plal.adv. 11. (7)Heb. i. 6. 

(] Mat. Xvi. 19. (z] 2 Thel. i. 16. (e) Eph. i. 2, 

] Jude v: 24. (9) Rev. vii. 10. 


* 
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bn the Tree (r). The Lord laid on bim the Inigui- 
ties of us all (). For be bath made him to be Sin, 
for us, who knew no Sin (t). Chriſt was wounded 

for our Tranſgraſſions he was, bruiſed for our Ini- 
yur (u). The Myſfiab was cut off, but not for 
imſelf (). Our bleſſed Saviour was made a 
' Curſe for us (x). I pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe 
him, and be hath put him to Grief (y). The Chaſ- | 
tiſement of our Peace was upon bim, and with bis 
Stripes are we bealed (z). He gave bis Life a 
Ranſom for many (4). Our gracious Redeemer 
Purges dur Conſciences from dead Works, in Con- | 
- ſequence of his offering himſelf thro* the eternal = 
Spirit, without Spot to God (6). Once in the 
End of the World hath be appeared to put away 
Sin, by the Sacrifice of himſelf (c). Unto bim who. 
bath loved us, and waſhed us from our Sins in his 
vn Blood (d). The Blood of Feſus Chriſt his | 
Con, cleanſeth us from all Sin (e). Chriſt bas made 1 
Peace by the Blood of bis Croſs (F). He has made © | 
Reconciliation for Iniguity (g ). Much more then 1 
being mon juſtified by his Blood, we ſbal be ſaved 1 
frem Wrath thre bim (b). When we were i 
. Enemies we were reconciled to God, by the Death | 
bis Son (i). He is the Propitiation for our .. 
| 
| 
| 


SLi (t). A Man who ſhall tell us, that Arc 
and Criticiſm are neceſſary to diſcover the Truth 
of the Satisfaction of Chriſt, which is ſo clearly | 

and explicitly declared, in theſe Scriptures, may 

With equal Reaſon tell us, that the Sun is not vi- 111 
ſible, when it ſhines brighteſt upon us, and we 111 
are unable to bear its dazzling Rays, and that a | 

r) 1 Pet. ii. 2 4) _ Ifa. Iiü. 6. t) 2 Cor. v. 21. | 
101 8 Iſa. tiii. SE 4 toy ix. 26. 62 Gal. iii. 13. 1 
. l. 10. (s) Ibid. v. 5. (a) Mat. xx. 28. | 


_ (5) Heb. ix. 14. (c) Ibid. v.26. (4) Rev. i. 5. 
dle John i. 7. (/) Col. i. 20. (g) Dan. ix. 44. 
* 6) Rom. v. 9. (:) Ihid. v.10. -(4) 1 John i. 2. 
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Telleſcope is neceffary to diſcover it. Men of 
Learning have long endeavour'd, by Art and 
Criticiſm, to darken and hide from View the 
ſtrong Light, which flows in upon us, from theſe. 
and other ſacred Teſtimonies, in Favour of this 
important Doctrine, but all in vain, Their En- 
deavours this Way, only evidence, that their Ac- 

uiĩrements enable them to „ 5, ey the cleareſt - 

eſtimonies, which can poſſibly be given of di- 
vine Truths, that approve not themſc]ves to their 

ik ing and good Opinion. 

III. I beg leave to inſtance in the Doctrine of 
the Neceſſity and Efficacy, of the ations of the 
Spirit of God, upon the Souls of Men, in order 
to their Regeneration and Sanctification. Ex- 


cept a Man be born again, he cannot ſee the King- 


dom of God (1). No Man can come to Chrift, 
except the Father draw him (m). The carnal 
Mind is Enmity againſt God, for it is not ſubjet8 


who are in the Fleſb cannot pleaſe Cd (). 3 _ 
out Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God (5 


were born not of Bloods, nor of. e il of ED 


Fleſh, nor of the Will of Man, but f God (). 
Who of bis abundant Merey bath begotten us again, 
to a lively hope (r). Thro Faith, and that voc 
of your ſelves, it is the Gift f C, (s). We re 


bis N pee 0 created in Cbriſ Jeſus untvo 


good Works (i). For it is God tubo worteth in 
you, both to will and to do of bis Plet- 
ſure (u). Not by Works of Righteouſneſs, which 
we have done; but of bis Mercy hath be ſaved vs 
zy the waſhing of Regeneration, and the Renewing 
of the holy Ghoſt (w). Mbo bath ſaved us, and 
2 us With an holy Calling, not ay to our 
Works 

(ay John iii. 3. 6) Chap, vi. 44. (=) Rom. Wii. 7. 
bt Ibid. v. 8. (p) Heb. xi.5. (g) John i. 13. 


(r) Pet. 1.3. (s) Eph. ii. 8. (f) Ibid. v. 10. 
4% Phil. i. 13. (wv) Tit. iii. 5. 1 


— — 


tobich tua given us in Chriſt Feſus before the World 


began (x. I thank thee, O Father, Lord of Heaven 
and Earth, becauſe thou haſt bid theſe Things ſrom 
the wiſe and prudent, and haſt revealed them unto 
Babes .: ven fo Falber, for ſo it ſeemed good in 
thy Sight (Y). Gad who commanded the Light to 


ſhine out of Darkneſs, hath ſhined in our Hearts, 


ta give the Light of the Knowledge of the Glory of 


God in the Face, or Perſon of Jeſus Chriſt (2 . 
A new Heart alſo will I give you, and a new Spi- 


ris will I put within you, and I will take awaythe 
Pony Heart out of your Fleſh, and I will give you an 
Heart of Fleſp (a). Thy People ſhall be willia 
in the Day of thy Power (5). Fur thou alſo bot 
wrought all our Works in us (c). And what is the 
_ exceeding Greatneſs of his Power, to us-ward, who 


believe, according to the Working - of his mighty 


Power, which he wrought in Chriſt, when be 
raiſed bim from the dead (d). And you bath be 
quickened, wwbo tore dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins (e]. 
— The Evidence which theſe numerous Texts with 

many others, affotd to prove the Doctrine of the 
Neceſſity, Efficacy, and gracigus Effects, of the 
- Operations of the Grace and Spirit of God upon 
us, has coſt many learned Men great Pains. and 
Labour, in Art and Criticiſm to obſcure it; but 


altogether in vain. For like the Sun it will ſhing 


- thro? the thickeſt Clouds, they will ever be able ta 
raiſe. in order to darken and keep it from our 
Sight. Here again I muſt obſerve, that Art and 
Criticiſm are abſolutely unneceſſary to diſcover 
that ſhining Evidence. Perſons of mean Capa- 
cities, and unfurniſhed with Learning and Science 
% M an may 


(x) 2 Tim. i. ix. (3) Mat. xi. 25. 26. (2) 2Cor.iv.6; * 


la) Ezek.xxxvi.26. (6) Pfal. cx. 3. (e) Ia.xxvi 13. 
. 141 Eph. i. 19.20. (e) Chap. bi, I. | 
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Morte, but according to bis own Purpoſe and Grace, 
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may diſcover it. Upon the whole, it is ve ap- 
; Parentthat, this Writer dreadfully abuſes the rip> 

ture, and puts a forced and unnatural Senſe upon it, 
with relation to what it delivers concerning the 
heavenly Influence of the Spirit-of God, upon the 
Souls of Men. That is not a Conveyarice of the 
Knowledge of any divine Truths, which Men had 
not Means of diſcovering before, and which they 
were uncapable of knowing to be ſuch : Bat by this 
Influence, they are enabled to fee the Excellency | 
of, and to diſcern the Goodneſs, Wiſdom, 
Holineſs and Faithſulneſs of God, which are 
2 diſplayed in the fulleſt Manner. Toi ima- 

that God now affords ſuch Light, as will 

80 le us to make Diſcoveries of Truths, not al- 
ready revealed to us, in his Word, is real En- 
thuſiaſm ; and has nothing to ſupport i it in the 
holy Scriptures; On the contrary, ſuch a wild Con, 
ceit ſtands there awfully condemn d. But that he 
eommunicates Light and Grace, to aſſiſt us in our 
Enquiries into thoſe Truths, he hath graciouſly 
been 155 0 to inform us of, in his Word, and by 
che Help of which, we diſcern the Glory: of theſe: 
Truths, is a precious Doctrine the Bible conta 
and is at a great Remove from Enthuſiaſm, . 
Fs not in the lcaſt abſurd or irrational. | 

It is Time for me to recapitulate and ſum u 
what have before obſerv'd, and. I muſt take leave 
to give the Reader this Infidel's Recapitulation re- 
yers'd: or to affert the r of what he does in 
every Particular. 
is evident that Men woos very little dif- 
fer in their Sentiments, relating to Chriſtian 
Doctrines, if the Language cf the Scri 
whith is plain and-caly to be underſtood, 


? 


Vas interpreted in its obvious and natural 


Suse —— Tete ſuch Accomplſhments, . as 
} ee 
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require Time and Pains, to attain, are not neceſ- 


ſary to underſtand the Scripture, in the moſt 


momentous Points of Doctrine it requires us to 


believe That the Proofs of a Chriſtian Faith 
are ſuch, and ſo clear, and fo full, that a Courſe 


* of Study to apprehend them is not neceſſary: 


Thoſe - Proofs' may be underſtood as ſoon as 


have learn'd to know, what Ideas the Terms and 
Expreſſions uſed in the hgly. Scripture ſtand for 
| erefore, of the 
Truth of the Chriſtian Revelation, is nt the 
Privilege only of a few Students and Specula- 
tiſts— That there is a certain Connection be- 
twixt the Notion of Duty, and aſſenting ratio- 
nally to a Propoſition well ſupported. The Rea- 
ſon is plain, a Man is inexcuſable to diſhelieve 
that which he ſees evident Reaſon to conclude is 
true. That tho Arguments are but Motives to 
Aſſent, it is not a Contradiction to aſſert, that 
we are oblig' d to let them be coneluſive, if they 
are clear and juſtly founded, and regularly drawn. 
That there is not ſuch a Comphegtion of Cir- 


That a rational Conviction 


, 


cumſtances td. be determined upon, Conſequences 
regularly drawn, and a ſummoning of Evidence 
in order to the Proof of Chriſtianity, that ſhould 
hinder the Certain che Event, in an imparti 
Enquirer, and th 
preſcribed That de Proofs of Chriſtianity are 
ſo evident, and of ſuch Force, that they are cal- 
culated to produce an Aſſent, from every Man, 


to whom they are propoſed, as ſoon as under - 


- 
A 


ſtood, And thoſe Proofs are of ſo eaſy and plain 
a Nature, that it is a Diſhonour, to the Names 


of Locke and Newton, to "ſuggeſt that Capacities 


hike theirs, are neceſſary to underſtand their Force 


and Weight That Chriſtianity may not only 
be enforced, as a Fact, but it may alſo be provd 


fe, it may be foretold and 


— — — — —— — 
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